
Duke of Bedford Primary School 
Core Reading Spine 

 

KS1 Traditional Funny Animals Social/emotions Family Science 
fiction 

Environment Fantasy 

1 Charlie Cook’s 
favourite book 
by Julia 
Donaldson 
 
The last wolf 
by Mini Grey 
 
 
 

Mr Wolfs 
pancakes by 
Jan Fearnley 
 
 
Oi Frog by 
Kes Gray 
 
That rabbit 
belongs to 
Emily Brown 
by Cressida 
Cowell 
 

Meerkat Mail 
by Emily 
Gravett 
 
 
A mouse 
called Julian 
by Joe Todd – 
Stanton 
 
Wild by Emily 
Hughes 
 

The lion inside 
By Rachel Bright 
 
Izzy Gizmo by Pip 
Jones 
 
Elmer by David 
McKee 
 
Billy and the 
beast by Nadia 
Shireen 

The lost 
homework by 
Richard O’Neill 
 
And Tango 
makes three by  
Justin 
Richardson 
 
The proudest 
blue by Ibtihaj 
Muhammad 
 
 
 
 

Lights on 
cotton rock 
by David 
Litchfield 
 
Beegu by 
Alexis 
Deacon 
 
Man on the 
moon by 
Simon 
Bartram 

Clean up! By 
Nathan Byron 
and Dapo 
Adeola  
 
 
Pattans’s 
Pumpkin by 
Chitra 
Soundar 
 
Somebody 
swallowed 
Stanley by 
Sarah Roberts 
 
The 
Lumberjack’s 
Beard by 
Duncan 
Beedie 
 
 

Lost in the toy 
museum by 
Davod Lucas 
 
 

2 A squash and a 
squeeze 
 
The princess 
and the white 
bear king. 

Diary of a 
Killer cat 
 
The Twits 
 
How to hide 
a lion 
 
George’s 
marvelous 
Medicine 
 

The 
Disgusting 
Sandwich 
 
Fantastic Mr 
Fox 
 

The Day the 
crayons quit 
 
The Owl who was 
afraid of the dark 
 

The Hodgeheg 
 
 
Traction Man 
 
The snail and the 
whale 
 
 

Toys in space 
by Mini Grey 
 
 

Lila and the 
secret rain 

A Winters Child 
 
The Tear thief 
 
The Worst Witch 
 
 
 
 
 



Duke of Bedford Primary School 
Core Reading Spine 

 

KS2 Classics Funny Historical Fantasy Adventure Science 
fiction 

Mystery Topical 

3 James and the 
Giant Peach by 
Roald Dahl 
 
Charlotte’s Web 
by E.B. White 

The 
enormous 
crocodile by 
Roald Dahl 

Stone Age boy 
by Satoshi 
Kitamura 

The Nothing to see 
here Hotel by 
Steven A. Butler 
 
How to train your 
dragon by Cressida 
Cowell 
 
 
The boy who grew 
Dragons by Andy 
Shepherd 

The Ice palace by 
Robert Swindells 
 
 
The train to 
impossible places 
by P.G. Bell 
 

Iron Man By 
Ted Hughes 

The case of the 
smugglers curse 
by Mark 
Dawson 
 
 
The Creakers by 
Tom Fletcher 

The Wild Robot by 
Peter Brown 

4 The lion the 
witch and the 
wardrobe by C.S 
Lewis 

Zombierella 
by Joseph 
Coelho 

Escape from 
Pompeii by 
Christina Balit 
 

The land of Roar by 
Jenny McLachlan 
 
 

Krindlekrax by 
Philip Ridley 
 
 
Varjak paw by S.F 
Said 

The boy who 
made the 
world 
disappear by 
Ben Miller 
 

The Highland 
Falcon thief by 
MG Leonard & 
Sam Sedgman 

The girl who stole 
an elephant(Bame) 
By Nizrana Farook 

5 Harry Potter and 
the philosophers 
stone by JK 
Rowling 

Dial a ghost 
By Eva 
Ibbotson 

Secrets of a 
sun king by 
Emma Carroll 

The Nowhere 
emporium by Ross 
Mackenzie 
 
Wolf Brother by 
Michelle Paver 

The Explorer by 
Katherine Rundell 

The many 
worlds of 
Albie Bright by 
Christopher 
Edge 

The London Eye 
mystery by 
Siobhan Dowd 

Boy at the back of 
the class by Onjali 
Q Rauf 

6 The Railway 
children by 
E.Nesbit 

Granny by 
Anthony 
Horowitz 

Goodnight Mr 
Tom by 
Michelle 
Magorian 
 
Survivors by 
David Long 

The girl of ink and 
stars by Kiran 
Millwood Hargrave 

Cogheart by Peter 
Bunzl 

Time 
travelling with 
a hamster by 
Ross Welford 

Nightfall in New 
York by 
Katherine 
Woodfine 

Can you see me? 
by Libby Scott 
 
Xanthe and the 
ruby crown by  
Jasbinder Bilan 
 
A boy called hope 
by Lara Williamson 

 

 

 



Duke of Bedford Primary School 
Core Reading Spine 

 

EYFS Classics Funny Animals Social/emotional Family 
Preschool The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 
 
The Gruffalo 
 
Dear Zoo 
 
We’re going on a bear 
hunt. 
 
Jack and the beanstalk 
 
Goldilocks and the three 
bears 
 

Who’s in the loo 
 
Funnybones 
 
Pants 

Shark in the park 
 
Handa’s Hen 

Where’s my teddy? 
 
 
The rainbow fish 
 
 
Lulu’s first day by Anna 
McQuinn 
 
 

Owl Babies 
 
Peace at last 
 
 
So Much! By Trish Cooke 
 
Whatever Next! 
 
 

Rec Jasper’s beanstalk 
 
Handa’s surprise 
 
The Gingerbread Man 
 
The Three Little Pigs 
 
The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff 
 
Cinderella 

Aliens love underpants by 
Claire Freedman 
 
Tiddler 
 
Supertato 
 
Zog and the flying doctors 

Lost and found by Oliver 
Jeffers 
 
 
The house of 12 bunnies 
 
Ferdie and the falling 
leaves 
 
Hedgehog Howdedo 
 

The Colour Monster by 
Anna Llenas 
 
The sharing shell 
 
Not now, Bernard 
 
Little owl’s first day at 
school 

Tuck your vest in 
 
Stickman 
 
Monkey Puzzle 
 
Brush the germs away 
 
And Tango makes three 

 


