
The Duke of Bedford Primary School – RE Vocabulary progression 

Year group  Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2  

EYFS Celebrations 
Diwali, diva lamp, candles, lights 
Halloween, pumpkin 
Bonfire night, Guy Fawkes, 
fireworks 
Remembrance day, poppies, 
respect, soldiers 

Christmas 
Mary, Joseph, Jesus, stable, angel, 
shepherd, inn keeper, God  
 

Traditions 
 
Christians, shrove Tuesday, 
pancake day 
 
Chinese New Year, Grate race, 
lanterns, lunar new year 
 
Mothers’ day, love, care, special 

Easter 
 
Easter, Jesus, cross, died, 
remember, alive, hot cross buns, 
easter eggs, new life 

Ramadan and Eid 
 
Muslim, Ramadan, food, fast, 
special, important, believe, 
Allah, Eid, celebrate, party  

People and places 
 
Christians, Thorney Abbey, 
church, Bible  
 
Islam, Muslims, Qur’an, mosque  

Year 1 People and the world around us 
world, faith, belief, Sikh, Jewish, 
Muslim, Christian, Humanist, 
Hindu, Buddhist, Universe, Earth 

How do we celebrate in Autumn 
and Winter months? 
Christmas, Christians, Hanukkah, 
Judaism, Diwali, Hinduism, light, 
Celebration, celebrate, tradition, 
festival.  

How does a Jewish family 
celebrate their faith? 
Synagogue: Ark, Kippah, Tallit, 
Torah Scrolls, Yad, 
Shabbat: Kosher Two Candles, 
Challah, Wine,  
Speical days: Yom Kippur, Rosh 
Hashanah  
Jewish Life: Dreidel, One God 
(YHVH), Purim, Shofar. 
Moses 

How does a Christian family 
celebrate their faith? 
Advent, Baptism, Bible, Christ, 
Christmas, Church, Creation, 
Disciple, Easter, Faith, God, 
Harvest, Holy, Hymn, Jesus, 
Prayer, Priest, Vicar, Worship  
 

What do we celebrate in 
Spring? 
Easter, Jesus, Died, Cross, Risen, 
Tomb 
 
Passover, Jewish, Moses, Egypt, 
desert 
 
Holi, Hindus, India, colour, 
festival  

Who is in our community? 
 
Celebrate, difference, special, 
community, places, buildings, 
Abbey, Bedford Hall 

Year 2  Who celebrates harvest? 
Harvest, Sukkot, Diwali, giving, 
thankful, God, food cycle, 
Christians, Judaism, Hinduism, 
Church, give, donate, food bank 

How and why do we celebrate 
Christmas? 
Christmas, Advent, Jesus, Mary, 
Joseph, Sheep, Wise men, Angels, 
Shepherds, Nativity, gold, 
frankincense and myrrh 

How do Muslim families celebrate 
their faith? 
Allah, Islam, Mosque, Muslim, 
Prophet, Quran, daily prayers, Eid 
Ramadan, Muhammad (pbuh) 

How do Sikh’s celebrate their 
faith? 
Acceptance, Equality, Family life, 
Five K’s Forgiveness, Gurdwara, 
Kaur, Meditation, Nishan Sahib, 
One Creator (Ek Oankar), Respect, 
Sharing, Sikh, Sikhism (Sikhi), 
Singh, Ten Gurus, Truth, Turban. 

Why are there different places 
of worship? 
 
Mosque, Qur’an, minaret, dome, 
prayer mat 
 
Church, Bible, pew, prayer 
cushion, font, alter 
 
Synagogue, Torah, yad,  

What can we learn from stories 
of faith? 
Moral, good, evil, parable, Bible, 
Qur’an, lesson, meaning, rules 

Year 3  Who is Jesus? Origins of 
Christianity  
Baptism, Bible, Christ, Disciple, 
Faith, God, Gospel, Holy, Hymn, 
Jesus, New Testament, Old 
Testament, Parables, Prayer, 
Priest, Prophet, Ten 
Commandments, value 

Christmas around the world 
Christmas, Advent, Nativity, 
celebration, faith, Christianity, 
Poland, Philippines, India, Australia, 
tradition, culture. 

A Hindu family 
Aum or Om, Brahman, Diwali, 
Ganesh, Gods and goddesses, 
Hindu, Hinduism, Mandir, Offering, 
Pray, Rama, Shiva, Shrine, Sita, 
Vishnu, Worship 
 

What happens at Easter and 
why? 

Resurrection, crucifixion, last 
supper, denial, palm Sunday, 
traditions. 

What is Judaism all about? 
Synagogue: Ark, Bimah, Kippah, 
Menorah (Chanukiah), Ner 
Tamid (Eternal Light), Star of 
David, Rabbi, Tallit, Torah 
Scrolls, Yad. 
Shabbat: Besamim (Spices), 
Challah, Havdalah, Havdalah 
candle, Kiddush Cup (goblet), 
Kosher, Two Candles, Wine. 
Jewish Life: 5 Books of 
Moses(Chumash), 24 Books of 
the written Torah, Bar 
Mitzvah/Bat Mitzvah, Chanukah, 
Covenant, Dreidel, Egypt, King 
David Maccabees, Matzah, 

To begin to understand how we 
can help others in our world? 
 
Helping, volunteering, charity, 
community, organisation, rules, 
laws, commandments, Zakat, 
Sadaqah, Sewa, Salvation Army 
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Messiah, Moses, One God 
(YHVH), Patriarchs (Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob), Pesach, Purim, 
Rosh Hashanah, Shofar,Sukkah 
(Booth), Yom Kippur. 

Year 4  What is Sikhism all about? 
Acceptance, Chaur Sahib, 
Equality, Family life, Five K’s 
Forgiveness, Gurdwara, Guru 
Granth Sahib, Kaur, Kirtan, 
Langar, Meditation, Mool 
Mantar, Nishan Sahib, One 
Creator (Ek Oankar), Respect, 
Sangat, Sharing, Seva, Singh, 
Sikh, Sikhism (Sikhi), Ten Gurus, 
Truth, Turban. 

Faith in different colours – 
Denominations of Christianity 
 
Denominations, Salvation, 
chapels, Church of England,, 
Salvation Army, Eastern 
Orthodox, Jehovah Witnesses, 
Pentecostal church, liturgical, 
Holy Communion, fasting, 
orthodox, Pentecostalism, 
baptism.  
 

People of faith  
 

Faith, belief, trust, respect, 
Greta Thunburg, activist, 
climate change, Martin Luther 
King, protestant, minister, 
human rights, equality, Malala 
Yousafzai, feminist, Marcus 
Rashford, political activist, 
passionate, future 

How do we live our lives? 
 

Commandment, caring, justice, 
interpretation, Bible, old 
testament, society, 
interpretation, Humanism, 
golden rule, morals, values, 
laws, Islam, Judaism, charter 

What is Islam all about? 

Allah, Hajj, Islam, Mihrab, 
Mosque, Muslim, Prophet, 
Qiblah, Quran, Salaa, Sawm, 
Shahada. 
 

Why is peace important? 
 

peace, kindness, compassion, 
truthfulness, humanity, honesty, 
Hinduism, Ahimsa, Humanism, 
dignity, respect, morality, 
Prophet Muhammed (pbuh), 
forgiveness, justice, Judaism, 
Shabbat Shalom,  

Year 5  What words of wisdom do we 
get from different religions?  
 

Wisdom, Lords Pray, Holy 
Spirit, Humanists, stilling, 
concentration, Sikhism, Guru 
Nanak, Christianity, Holy 
Spirit, Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 

To understand and evaluate the 
real meaning of Christmas 
 

Christmas, The Bible, Bible 
verses, Nativity, Jesus, Advent, 
New Testament, Luke and Luke, 
Matthew, John, The Gospels, 
Herod, Qur’an. 
 

Why should we look after our 
world? 
 
Pollution, planet, stewardship, 
Earth, challenges, climate change, 
responsibility, natural world, 
sustainability, protection, 
guardians, Khalifa, environmental 
footprint 
 

What does Easter mean to 
Christians? 
 

Resurrection, crucifixion, last 
supper, denial, palm Sunday, 
traditions, scripture, betrayal, 
justice, equality, Gethsemane, 
Judas, betrayal, remembrance, 
sacrifice, Holy week.  
 

What do music and art tells 
about religion and beliefs? 
 
Psalm, poem, message, 
believers, artefacts, reflection, 
crucifix, crosses, pebbles, 
feathers, liturgical calendar, 
vestments, stained glass 
windows, word of God, mystery 
plays.  

To understand different 
perspectives on creation. 
 

Creation, Big Bang Theory, 
evolution, Darwin, Genesis, 
Bible, Torah, Old testament, 
Hinduism, periodic cycles of 
creation, Humanism, Islam, 
Qur’an, Scientific theory.   
 

Year 6  Buddhism – What do they believe? 
 

Buddha, teacher, Buddhist Centre/Temple, meaningful objects, 
monks and nuns, rebirth, happiness, suffering, compassion, 
kindness, meditation, Enlightenment, delusions, Buddha, Dharma 
and Sangha (‘Three Precious Jewels’), ordained and lay, Temple, 
offerings, Jataka Tales, impermanence, vows, moral discipline, 
contentment, samsara, nirvana, symbols, pilgrimage, noble 
eightfold path,  
 

What does it mean to be a 
Christian? 
 
Baptism, Bible, Christ, Disciple, 
Faith, God, Gospel, Holy, Hymn, 
Jesus, New Testament, Old 
Testament, Parables, Prayer, 
Priest, Prophet, Ten 
Commandments, value, Matthew, 
Luke, forgiveness, reconciliation, 
justice, love in action,  
 

Journeys  
 

Pilgrimage, journey, spiritual  
Hajj, Dhu’l-Hijja, Jerusalem, 

Lourdes, Iona, Sikhs, Vand 

Chhakna, sewa, India, Hindu, Kumbh 

Mela, Badrinatha, Dwarka, 
Rameswaram, Puri, Buddha, 
Enlightenment, Lumbini, Bodh Gaya, 
Sarnath, and Kushinagar 
 

 
 
 

Eternity – What happens when 
we die? 
 

Reincarnation, Day of 
Judgement, Heaven, Nirvana, 
funeral, funeral rites, life after 
death, reflect, spirit, soul, 
Christianity, Humanism, 
Hinduism, Samsara, rebirth, 
reincarnation 

Why are there so many 
worldviews? 
 

Rasta, Zion, Shaman, Maya, 
Rastafarians, Aboriginal, 
Dreamtime, Rainforest tribes, 
supernatural  
 
 


